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Reading Comprehension:
Directions: Read the following six passages and answer the guestions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3}, or {(4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer shieet.

PASSAGE 1:

Common law contract lawyers have alwavs taken an interest in parallel developments
in other common law jurisdictions, whether the systems started to diverge in 1783 or
only in the middle of the twentieth century. The last [ew years have seen a renalssance
in the interest which the contract lawyers ol the civil law and common law lamilics
have taken in cach other’s systems. This interest has taken two practical forms. In
1980, the International Institute Tor the Unification of Private Law (Unidroil) sct up a
working group to prepare a set of principles for international, commercial contracts.

‘The working group reported in 1994 and its report was accepted by the Governing
Council of Unidroit. A second working group, with some changes in membership,
produced an enlarged edition which was approved by the Governing Council in 2004. A
third working group, again with some changes in membership completed its work in
2010 and this has recently been approved by the Governing Council. The second and
third editions have not significantly changed what was agreed in the first edition but has
widened the scope ol the principles by dealing with [urther lopics. At the same lune
another group (the Lando Commission) were al work preparing Principles ol European
Contract Law. There were both important difterences and striking similarities between
the two projects.

1-  What is the passage mainly concerned with?
1) How common law contract laws diverged in 1783
2) Parallel developments in common law contract laws
3) Common law contract lawyers™ interest in other common law jurisdictions
4y A rebirth of change in English common law contracts and other common law
jurisdictions
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What have we witnessed in the last few years?

1)y The practical forms that resulied in the divergence of the contract law systems

2) The lormation ol the International Institute for the Unification of Private law
(Unidroit)

3) A renaissance in the interest which parallel developments in other common law
jurisdictions have formed

4) A rebirth in the interest which the contract lawvers of the civil law and common law
families have taken in each other’s systems

The word *its” in line 11 refers to ---------—---,

1) a third working group 2) an enlarged edition

3) the Governing Council 4y membership

Which of the following statements is troe?

1) The sceond working group project was approved by the Governing Council in 1994,

2) The sceond and third cditions have drastically changed what was agreed in the [irst
edition.

3) The Lando Commission responsible for preparing pringiples of Furopean contract
law is more popular than the Governing Council of Unidroit.

4) The second and third editions are more comprehensive than the first edition in terms
of the scope of the principles by incorporating further topics.

The word *striking” in the last sentence is similar in meaning to -—-------—--- ;
1) miscellaneous 2) conspicuous

3) ambiguous 4y meticulous

PASSAGE 2:

In Surrey County Council v Bredero Homes. the plaintifts were Surrey County Council
and Mole Valley District Council who were the respective freehold owners of two
parcels of land totaling 12, 33 acres 1n an area which had originally been acquired for
road purposes. By 1980 the land was no longer required for those purposes and the
councils acting together decided o ofler the entire site for development as @ housing
cstate. In duc course, by a written contract dated 28 November 1980, the councils
agreed to scll the cntire site o the defendani for £1, 52 million, subjcct to the
defendant obtaining planning permission for the development of the site in accordance
with the councils’ development bricl and the scheme Tor the development of the site.
'The defendant duly obtained planning permission and by transfers dated 22 January
1981 the councils transferred the land to it. Under clause 2 of each transfer the
defendant covenanted with each council that it would carry out the development of the
housing estate in accordance with the terms of the planning permission and the
approved scheme. Later, the defendant obtained a fresh planning permission
permitting more houses to be built on the site than that specified in the approved
scheme. Although this was clearly not a breach of the public law controls over land
through the planning mechanism, it was a clear breach of the defendant’s contractual
obligations to the two councils. However, although the councils knew about the new
planning permission, they took no legal steps 1o restrain the revised developmenit.
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Which of the following statements is truc?

1) The land was originally planned for road purposcs.

2) The councils were cheated into offering the land for construction purposes.

3) Mole Valley District Council violated building contracts with Surrey County Council.

4) Surrey County Council alone owned a piece of land totaling 12,33 acres in an area.

The councils agreed to sell the entire site on condition that the defendant would ---—------- "

1) sign the contract no later than 28 November 1980

2) sell it to a third party for over £1,52 million, sharing the profit gained with them

3) obtain planning permission for the development of the site for motorway purposes

4) obtain planning permission for the development of the site following the councils’
scheme

The word “it” in line 12 refers t0 ——————————-- :
1) clause 2 2) the defendant
3) each council 4) each transler

Which of the following statcments is true about the defendant’s obtaining a new

planning permission that would allow more houses to he built on the site?

1) It was an obvious breach of the defendant’s contractual obligations to the two
councils.

2) It was clearly a breach of the public law controls over land through the planning
mechanism.

3) [t resulted in gaining more profit, from which the councils would receive no share.

4) It resulted in postponement of the transfer of the land to late January 1981.

The word “restrain” in the last sentence is similar in meaning to --—--------- .

1) expand 2) modify 3) prevent 4) support
PASSAGE 3:

When [ first taught the BCL restitution course in Oxford in the late 1980s and early
1990s, and when 1 first came to Australia in 1994, we looked across with admiration.
and not a little envy, at the wonderful judgments on the law of restitution of the High
Court of Australia. We were enthralled by the decisions and reasoning in cases such
as: Pavey & Matthews Pty Lid v Paul, rejecting the implied contract theory and
awarding a gquanrum meruit for work done under an uncenforccable contract; David
Securities Property Lid v Commonwealth Bank of Ausifralia allowing restitution for
mistake of law and recognizing the change of position defense; and Commissioner of
State Revenue (Vic) v Royval Insurance Australia Ltd rejecting a passing on defense to
a claim for restitution of mistakenly overpaid stamp duty. At that time Australia led
the way in its development and application of a principled law of restitution and
England lagged woelully behind.

[low times have changed. The English law of restitution over the last fifteen vears
has seen the most remarkable transformation. The reasoning of the courts at all levels
has been characterized by rigorous and enlightened analysis. The growth has been
accelerated by two dramatic bursts of litigation, factually so fortunate for the law of
restitution: the swaps litigation in the mid-1990s: and more recently, and ongoing, the
so-called Hoechst litigation on the consequences of the striking down of UK advanced
corporation tax legislation by the European Court of Justice. Both spates of litigation
have spawned a series of path-breaking decisions on the law ol restitution.
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11- What is the first paragraph mainly abont?

1) The Australian law of restitution

2) The BCIL. restitution course in Oxford

3) The principled law of restitution England

4) The author’s jealousy of the 1ligh Court of Australia
12- The word “enthralled” in paragraph 1 is similar in meaning to ---------—--,

1) perplexed 2) astonished 3) entertained 4) fascinated
13- Rejecting the implied contract theory and awarding a quantum meruit for work done

under an unenforceable contract is related to the case of ---—-——-—-- s

1} Sempra Metals Lid v IRC

2) Pavey & Matthews Pty Ltd v Paul

3) David Securities Property Ltd v Commonwealth Bank of Australia

4y Commissioner of State Revenue (Vic) v Roval Insurance Australia Ltd

14-  The word “its” in paragraph 1 refers to —--————--——-- ’
1) the way 2) a claim
3) law ol restitution 4) overpaid stamp duty

13-  Which of the following would he the best sentence to end the second paragraph with?

1) It has been a thrilling time 1o be a restitution lawyer in Tingland,

2) This logks both odd and backward when one compares the approach ol the Fnglish
coutts to this area.

3) English law is close to having a settled conceptual framework for approaching
restitutionary questions.

4) The English courts have regarded restitution of an unjust enrichment as integrating
areas of equity as well as common law.

PASSAGE 4:

When the court has decided that a sentence of imprisonment is justified and has
decided on its length, it may still have the choice between a suspended sentence,
intermittent custody, and immediate prison. This applies where the court 1s minded to
impose a sentence ol less than once year. I6 it decides that there are grounds lor
suspending, it may suspend any scnicnce of between 28 and 51 weceks [or a period ol
up to two ycars (s. 189 ol the 2003 Act), during which time it may order the ofTender
to comply with onc or more requirements taken Irom the list available for community
scnlences. Non-compliance may resull in return (o court and the activation of the
whole or part of the prison senience. Aliernatively, the court may lake the view that
intermitient custody is more appropriale, the period of between 28 and 51 weceks being
converted into between 14 and 90 custodial days plus release on license in the
intermediate periods  see s. 183 of the 2003 Act. If the court believes that neither a
suspended sentence nor intermittent custody is appropriate in the circumstances, and
that a custodial term of under 12 months 1s proper. it will be able to impose a term of
“custody plus™ in accordance with ss. 181-182 of the 2003 Act. The new form of
sentence is designed to ensure that the use of Imprisonment in this range includes a
short period in prison followed by supervised release. There must first be a custodial
period, ol between 2 and 13 weeks as specilied by the court; then there must be a
period under supervision of at least 26 weeks, lor which the courl may impose onc or
more requirements [rom a list of cight ol those available lor community senienees.,
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17

18

19-

20-

21-

The passage refers to all of the tollowing choices for a sentence of imprisonment EXCEPT

a(n) - — 7

1) intermittent custody 2) suspended sentence

3) lile sentence 4) immediale prison

The word “it” in line 5 refers to ~—-----—---- 3

1) a period 2) the court 3) a sentence 4) immediate prison

Any imprisonment sentence of between 28 and 51 weeks can —------—----- ;

1) be suspended tor a period of up to two vears

2) be suspended for a period of up to 14 custodial days

3) result in 13 weeks in prison followed by supervised release

4y result in non-conformity with a few requirements taken from the list available tor
community sentences

“Comply with” in line 7 is similar in meaning to --—-—-----—-- .

1) deny 2) revise 3) protect 4) observe
A term of “custody plus” will be imposed according (0 —-—--m-mmm--- \

1) s. 183 olthe 2003 Act 2)s. 1859 ol the 2003 Act

3)ss. 181-182 ol the 2003 Act 4)s. 110 of the PCCS Act 2000
PASSAGE 5:

The principal sources of Fnglish sentencing law arc legislation, definitive sentencing
guidclines, and judicial deeisions, In a less formal and weaker sensc, the work of
certain academic lawyers may be regarded as a source. The leading writer is D. A.
‘Thomas of Cambridge University. a tireless collator of and commentator on sentencing
decisions and legislation. Commentaries by Thomas on Court of Appeal decisions are
to be found in the Criminal Law Review, as are articles on major pieces of sentencing
legislation. Occasionally, these commentaries have been cited with approval in the
Court of Appeal. thus suggesting that they may be regarded as at least a secondary
source of law. However, recent vears have also seen an increase in the number of
works by other writers, both academic and practitioner, which draw together and
comument on sentencing decisions and laws relevant 1o the Crown Courlt or to
magistrates’ courts. In Scotland the leading work is Sherill-Principal Nicholson®s Law
and Practice of Sentencing in Scotland, bul the Scottish sentencing sysiem diflfers
[rom that in England and Wales and is not included in our discussion,

What is the passage mainly abhout?

1) D. A, Thomas of Cambridge University

2) The sources ol sentencing decisions

3) The Court of Appeal

4) The Crown Court

Which of the following is a rather informal source of English sentencing law?
1) The work of certain academic lawvers

2) Sheriff-Principal Nicholson collaborators

3) The works of practitioners of sentencing decisions

4y All the articles published in the Criminal Law Review
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23-

24-

25-

26-

35

The word “they” in linc 8 refers to --—-—--——-- i

) articles 2) major pieces

3) these commentaries 4) Court of Appeal decisions
The word “leading” in line 12 is similar in meaning to ------------—- :

1) recent 2) faultless 3) dirceting 4) principal

The paragraph following the passage will most probably discuss ——————-——-- :
1) Law and Practice of Sentencing in Scotland

2) legislation as the lirst source ol scnlencing law

3}y issucs related to magisirales” courts

4) the Scottish sentencing system

PASSAGE 6;

In 1996 the UN Commission on Inicrnational law Trade (LINCITRAL) released what
15 now the most popular model for consumer and commercial protection in an
electronic environment. The UNCITRAL Model Law on Electronic Comimnerce
{(Model law) was intended lo provide national legislatures with a template of
internationally acceptable rules that would remove legal obstacles and create a more
secure legal environment for electronic commerce. The Model Law was intended to
lacilitatc the use of clectronic communication and storage of information such as
electronic data interchange and electronic mail. It provided standard ways to assess the
legal value of electronic messages and legal rules for electronic commerce in specific
arcas such as carriage ol goods.

‘The Model Law has gained significant international acceptance. 'The drafting
process was attended by representatives of over 50 nations and 10 international
organizations,

The Model Law does not specifically refer to contract law. Instead it deals with the
principle of functional equivalence of electronic media in commercial transactions.
That is, where the ¢lectronic form is [unctionally equivalent to the traditional form, it
should be treated equally by the law. 'T'his principle permeates all legislation based on
the Model Law. A second principle underlying the Model Law is that of technology
neutrality (the term was chosen in response 1o the recognition that technology is
constantly developing). For example, as “electronic mail” connotes a certain medium,
the Model Law uses the general expression “data message”™.

Which of the following statements is truc?

[ The UN Commission on International [Law T'rade was established in 1996.

2) The Model [.aw was intended to provide a national template for commercial rules.

3) The Model Law was intended to facilitate the use of electronic communication and
storage ol information.

4) The UN Commission on International l.aw ‘Irade is responsible for electronic
commerce in specific areas such as carriage of goods.

Which of the following statements is true?

1) The Model Law specilically relers 1o contract law,

2) The Model Law does not specifically create a secure legal environment for
cleetronic commerce.

3) The draliing process of the Modcl [aw was atiended by representatives ol over 50
international organizations.

43y The Model Law deals with the principle of functional equivalence of electronic
media in commercial transactions.
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28- The word “it” in paragraph 1 refers to ---—-—--——--

1) clectronic mail 2) the Modcl Law
3) storage of information 4y electronic communication

29-  The word “permeates” in paragraph 3 is similar in meaning to -------—--—-- throungh.
1) passes 2) carries 3) falls 4) wins

30- Which term was chosen in response to the recognition that technology is constantly
developing?
') Data message 2) Electronic mail
3) the Modcl Law 4) Technology neutrality
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